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Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are 
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he will be 
to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the 
stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever. In accordance with all these 
words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 2 Samuel; 7:11b-17

   God chose David for some really important kingdom work. God also chose Mary for some 
really important kingdom work. There is one more person I should mention here, but I will 
do that later on. 

     God took David out of the unsanitary conditions of the field. He was a shepherd out there
sleeping with the animals and whatever they left on the ground. Mary was a nobody from 
Nazareth.  She was a teenager engaged to marry an older man. This was not unusual. Many 
men had to work some years to have enough to support a wife. At least he could help her 
survive. David was the youngest in the family. His brothers probably were shocked to see 
him chosen king over them.

     At first glance, neither of them had any great skill. Neither of them had much money. 
They certainly did not have any reputation that we know about. They  were not in an exalted
position or a position of power. Here is just another example of how different God is from us.
God makes great things out of nothing, out of those who are often lowly esteemed, by his 
grace and power. 

     Sometimes it almost looks like God is doing things backward from how things are usually 
done. We may wonder, "Why are you serving us, Lord? Shouldn't we be serving you?" In our 
reading from 2 Samuel today, it was bothering David that he was living in a magnificent 
house of cedar, but the ark of the Lord  was located in a tent! David wanted to rectify this 
situation by building an appropriate house for the Lord.

     Now, I wonder how many of you if someone cared for you and wanted to build you a new 
house, would turn it down. Not too many would, I would guess. But here again, God is much 
different than us. He sent Nathan to tell David that God had not lived in a house since the 
day when he brought Israel out of Egypt, nor had he ever requested that someone build him 
a house. God had been moving around in a tent for his dwelling!

     Instead of David building God a house, God had a better idea. God declared to David that 
God was going to build David a house.  David already had a house to dwell in, but God was 
going to build David a different kind of house.



     2 Samuel tells us that the house that God was going to build would be from the body of 
David.  David's offspring would constitute a special family.  And God would establish through 
this family a kingdom that would stand forever. Keep in mind, this all goes back to God 
calling a young shepherd boy. Think of all of the people of higher and noble birth that God 
could have chosen, but God did not. David was the lowest on the family tree.

     And how do you think Mary felt?  The Son of God? She was going to be the mother of the 
Son of God? Shouldn't someone higher be given that honor? Don't you think that Mary at 
some time must have asked the question, "Doesn't the Most High deserve better than this, 
some one better than me?" Think of it,  the Lord's coming made him for a time the obedient 
little boy of a teenage pregnant mother! It made him a son of David, though he was David's 
eternal Lord. The Lord joined David's family tree. He could call David grandpa even while 
David was calling him Lord! We might not be comfortable with it, but that doesn't matter to 
the Lord one bit. This is how he planned to do it. Oh, the mysterious ways of the Lord.

     I wonder if anybody sees where this is headed? I gave you a clue. I said God chose David 
for important kingdom work and God chose Mary for important kingdom work and God 
chose at least one more person that should be mentioned. God chose you. We have nice 
people here, but none of us are exactly the highborn of the world. But God chose you. He 
has brought himself down to you, put himself beneath you, taken up his post all around you,
that he might both serve and protect you. Yes, he still gently rules over you in his love and 
mercy. Yes, he has important kingdom work for you to do. 

     No, he is not a son to you but he has made himself your brother. That's what it says in the 
Holy Scriptures. Matthew 12 gives us an interesting account. Jesus was talking to the crowd, 
and his mother and brothers stood outside waiting to speak with him. Someone told him, 
"Your mother and brothers are waiting outside, wanting to speak to you."

     He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? " Pointing to the 
disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven, is my brother and sister and mother." (Matt. 12:46-50)

     Jesus has made you part of his family. He has made you an heir of heaven and eternal life.
You and I have serious enemies: sin, death, and the devil, but he is taking care of that. He 
has joined his name to yours in the waters of Baptism. You, also, have found favor with God.

     So what does this mean? It means, that if you face trouble tomorrow, he will be there. He 
will still be in charge. If things are not going well, he is still your King, and his kingdom will 
have no end. You don't have to work harder to reach up to God, he has come down to you. If
you humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, he will exalt you. You have been chosen 
to be a brother or sister and a servant of the Lord. So let us say with Mary today, "I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your Word. (Luke 1:38) In Jesus' name. 
Amen.


