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     Daily Devotions 
     for the whole family! 
 

 
Week 1: Embracing your Calling as a Disciple 
 
Daily Devotions: 
Monday: The Mark of a True Disciple 
Tuesday: Disciples of the Cross 
Wednesday: Let your Light Shine 
Thursday: Disciples are Channels 
Friday:  Partners in the Gospel 
Saturday: Turning the World Upside Down 
Sunday: They Didn’t Believe 
 
By Ron and Phyllis Chewning 
 

Week 1 – Monday – The Mark of a True Disciple 
Scripture: Jesus said, “By this all people will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).   
 
Because God has first loved us, we are able to love others.  
God’s love within us should overflow through us to those around 
us.  Jesus tells us that our love for others is the clearest evidence that we are followers of Jesus.  
Whether we are at school, at work, in our homes, or in our neighborhoods, we have the 
opportunity to reach out to others with God’s love.  What a joy it is also to sing, “They will know 
that we are Christians by our love.” 
 
God demonstrated His tremendous love not because of our worthiness, but because He is a God 
of awesome love.  Jesus’ love for His heavenly Father and for us changed the world.  Through 
His birth, life, death, and resurrection from that death, we through faith have received the 
forgiveness of our sins and life eternal.  God’s love to us in Christ enables us to love Him.  “We 
love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
 
By ourselves, we are not capable of loving as Christ loves us.   This sacrificial love comes only 
from God.  By ourselves, we are capable of showing some love to those who love us, but God’s 
love enables us to love all people regardless how they respond to us.  Filled with Jesus’ love, we 
love not only in words or talk “but in deed(s) and in truth” (1 John 3:18).  When needs arise, 
Jesus opens our eyes and hearts so we can respond in love to those in need.  May others see us as 
Jesus’ disciples who share God’s love. 
 
Lord, fill me with Your love so I can love others.  In Jesus’ precious name I pray.  Amen. 
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Week 1 – Tuesday – Disciples of the Cross 
Scripture: “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked…But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ…” (Ephesians 2:1-5).  
  
Before Christ, we were dead in sin.  Through no effort of our own, we 
have been made alive “with Christ”!  Now what?  Now what, indeed!  
Yes, Christ has saved us for eternity, but that eternity begins at Baptism.  
Some of us will spend only a short portion of eternity on earth, others 
much longer, but all of us are called to make these days count. In the 
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19, Jesus calls us to “go and make disciples of all nations.”  
He asks us, empowered by Word and Sacrament, to carry on His work. 
 
There are many facets to the work of the Church.  Not all of us are preachers and teachers of the 
Word, but we read in 1 Peter 4:10 that each of us has a gift and each of us is to use this gift to 
serve others.  Peter speaks of offering hospitality and serving as gifts which God has given to 
edify the Church.  The Apostle Paul writes about spiritual gifts to the Romans, the Corinthians, 
and the Ephesians, each time stressing the point that we are to use what gifts we’ve been given 
for the good of the Body of Christ and according to the grace we’ve been given. 
 
Jesus said, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow Me.” Matthew 16:24).  This is the challenge Jesus issues to each of us individually and to 
the Church collectively.  Alive in Christ, we pick up the cross and, joyfully, just as Jesus, “Who 
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross” (Hebrews 12:2), carry it wherever Jesus 
leads us.  There is no life apart from Christ.  As disciples of the cross who have found this to be 
true, let us, as Great Commission stewards, carry this message to the world. 
 
Dear Father, strengthen me to deny myself and carry my cross.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 
 
 
Week 1 – Wednesday – Let your Light Shine 
Scripture: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in 
Heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
 
Are you waiting for something that seems to be too long in coming?  
Maybe it’s a job promotion or a raise.  Maybe it’s just employment of 
any kind!  It’s difficult to wait.  People in Jesus’ day were waiting for a 
Messiah.  It seemed to many that His coming was long overdue.  Our 
waiting is over!  The Light has come into the world! 
 
Simeon was one who knew that the time had fully come, and, in the temple, he saw the Christ 
Child Whose parents brought him there to fulfill what the Law required of them (Luke 2:27).  
Simeon knew Jesus was the light.  He proclaimed, “For my eyes have seen Your salvation…a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel” (Luke 2:30, 32). 
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Unfortunately, not all who were waiting for the Messiah recognized Him when He came.  In 
John 1:4-5 we read, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  Though those who are in the darkness 
misunderstand the Light, yet He continues to shine, and, as He shines, He dispels darkness. 
 
And He calls upon us to shine also.  Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, described a lamp that is 
put on a stand so that it lights up the whole house.  Then He said, “In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
Who is in Heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
 
The only way to dispel darkness is to fill it with light.    As Great Commission stewards, it is our 
joyous task to be reflections of Christ’s light.  We are always to be prepared “to make a defense 
to anyone who asks [us] for a reason for the hope that is in [us]; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect” (1 Peter 3:15).  In this way we proclaim that the waiting is over!  Jesus, the Light, has 
come into the world! 
 
Dear Lord, thank You for bringing me out of darkness into Your light.  Help me to reflect Your 
light to those around me.  Amen. 
 
 
Week 1 – Thursday – Disciples are Channels  
Scripture:, “And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 
you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). 
 
There are the principles of receiving and giving.  We must 
get in order to give and live at all, and we must give in order 
to live abundantly and to help others live.  If we consume all of our time, possessions, and 
energy on ourselves we become empty, spiritually dead, unhappy, friendless people. 
 
The need to give and share can be illustrated by the two different seas located in Palestine.  One 
sea is fresh with many fish in it.  On its banks, flowers bloom and bushes grow.  From its waters 
the birds and animals drink.  People swim in it and enjoy water activities.  The river Jordan flows 
into the sea with clear water from the mountain streams. The same river Jordan flows into 
another sea, which has no fish or plant life.  There is no water activity and no homes are built on 
its bank.  The water has become stagnant with no birds or animals willing to drink from it.  
Water consumed from this sea would likely result in sickness or death. 
 
What makes the difference between these two neighboring seas?  The same Jordan River flows 
into both, and there is no difference in the soil or countryside.  The difference is that the Sea of 
Galilee, which was first described above, acts as a channel, taking in the water and then directing 
it out again. The taking and giving are equal whereas the second sea described, the Dead Sea, 
keeps everything it takes in and shares nothing.  Every drop it gets it keeps.  Because the Sea of 
Galilee allows water to flow through it, it lives.  The Dead Sea keeps everything, and it is dead. 
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Just as there are these two different seas, there are two kinds of people.  The terminal people, 
who share nothing and serve no one, will end life unhappy, empty, and stagnant.  Those willing 
to love, give, share, and serve others will continue to be refreshed and renewed.  Individuals who 
act like a channel of God’s love and gifts put self aside. Unselfish people generously share and 
put others first.  God refills serving people with more love, time, gifts, and abilities to share with 
others.   
Dear gracious Heavenly Father, place within me a passion for the lost.  Use me as an instrument 
of Your love, grace, and mercy.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 
 
Week 1 – Friday – Partners in the Gospel  
Scripture: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him Who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
What is the first task of the Christian steward?  Could it be to give thanks?  We express our 
gratitude, first of all, for the Son who has won our salvation for us.  We gratefully acknowledge 
to God all the gifts He daily and richly makes available to us, and we are aware of our 
responsibility to manage faithfully all the resources our Creator has entrusted to us.  How 
thankful we can be for all these blessings! What a privilege to be called to be God's partner in the 
stewardship of the Gospel!  Paul wrote, thanking the Philippians for their “partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now" (Philippians 1:5).    
 
How did the Philippians participate with Paul in this partnership? The verses following tell us 
that they, along with Paul, received the grace of God which He imparts to us through His Holy 
Word and Sacraments. They supported, encouraged, and prayed for Paul as he carried out his 
work for the Kingdom, and his heart rejoiced that they continued steadfastly in faith.   
 
As members of the Body of Christ, the Church, we are all partners in the Gospel.  Each of us has 
been given gifts by the Holy Spirit that enable and equip us for this partnership (1 Peter 4:10).  
Thus we speak of our faith, telling  the message of the Gospel wherever and whenever God gives 
us opportunity, even if it means that we, along with Paul, suffer for it (Acts 4:20).  We perform 
acts of service that help our neighbors (Matthew 25:34-40).   By the grace of God, we “…. let 
[our] light shine before others, so that they may see [our] good works and give glory to [our] 
Father Who is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, may Your love within me overflow to those around me.  Use me as Your 
hands, feet, and mouth to share the Gospel with those who do not know You.  In Jesus’ name I 
pray.  Amen. 
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Week 1 – Saturday – Turning the World Upside Down 
Scripture: “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20). 
 
A king is born in a stable to less than affluent parents.  Instead of 
press releases and television coverage, the news is announced by an 
angelic host to shepherds who probably could neither read nor 
write.  No heads of state send greetings or gifts, but Magi from The 
East follow a star in the sky that leads them ever nearer to the Baby until it stops right over the 
place where He lies.  They open their treasures and present Him their gifts of gold, incense, and 
myrrh.  A king rages through the land, killing all male children under the age of two, because he 
fears that this new king is a danger to his throne. 
 
Jesus, even at His birth, was turning the world upside down.  Nothing would ever be the same 
again.  He taught us to turn the other cheek, to love our enemies, and to forgive without limit.  
He said that is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
Heaven.  He told us that the last shall be first and the first, last. 
 
He announced that it is better to give than to receive, and He spent His life in giving—giving, in 
fact, His own life that we might receive eternal life.  Now we respond.  We love as He loves; we 
forgive because we are forgiven; we give because He has given and continues to give to us.  And 
through us, as we follow His command and example, He continues to turn the world upside 
down. 
 
Dear good and gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for all of our blessings especially the gift of 
Your Son, Jesus, Who came to suffer and die so that I can live as a forgiven and redeemed child 
of God.  Help me to use my life in service to You.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 
  
Week 1 – Sunday – They Didn’t Believe  
Scripture: “He rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they had not believed those who saw Him after 
He had risen” (Mark 16:14b).   

 
The whole plan of salvation is hard to believe.  It just doesn’t 
make sense.  God comes to earth as a Baby.  The Baby grows up 
just like any other child, but, becoming an adult, He begins 
preaching and teaching and healing.  His neighbors and 
acquaintances say, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the 
carpenter’s son?  And they took offense at Him” (Matthew 13:54, 55, 57). 
 
The chief priest, elders, and teacher of the law finally get their way and hold a trial.  “Are You 
the Christ?” they ask.  “I am,” Jesus answers (Mark 14:61, 62).  But this is blasphemy, they 
agree, so they crucify Him.  Friends and enemies, believers and unbelievers alike witnessed the 
scene on Golgotha.  They saw Him hang on the cross; they heard His words.  They saw the 
soldiers pierce Jesus’ side, and “at once there came out blood and water” (John 19:34).  But 
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then came the Third Day.  When Mary Magdalene and the other women reported what they had 
heard and seen at the empty tomb, “they did not believe them” (Mark 16:13).   
 
And when Jesus appeared to His disciples, “He rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they had not believed those who saw Him after He had risen” (Mark 16:14b).  
Notice who gets the rebuke.  It isn’t the messengers; it’s those who refuse to listen to the 
message. 
 
Like Mary and the travelers, we are not responsible for what our hearers do with the message.  
As stewards of the Gospel, it is our joyful task only to bring the Good News: Christ is risen!  He 
is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for giving me the faith to understand Your divine plan for me 
and all people.  Thank You for Your awesome love.  In Christ’s glorious name I pray.  Amen. 
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