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   If you are visiting with us today at St. Mark, I am currently preaching a somewhat 
biographical sermon on six of the twelve disciples. We have already had messages on the 
Apostle Peter and Judas Iscariot. Copies of those messages are on the back table along with 
Pastor Mark's Easter message. Feel free to stop by and pick them up. The six messages are 
based on a series done by a Rev. Richard Pfeil titled "Walking With Those Who Walked with 
Jesus". I used other sources as well. 
 
   We have been warming up for the main message by having a "Quickie Quiz" of six 
questions. You earn points for each question you answer correctly and are encouraged to 
keep track of them. Anyone getting fifty or more points is encouraged to let me know at the 
door.       
                                                                                                                                                                    
The first question is worth five points. How many books of the Bible were written by John? 
You need to think the correct answer before I announce it. ANSWER: There were five books: 
the Gospel of John, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Revelation. Record or remember your five 
points. The second question is worth ten points. John had an older brother who was also a 
disciple. What was his name? ANSWER: His name was James. The third question coming up 
is worth fifteen points. How old was John believed to be when he died? ANSWER: He was 
believed to be around 100 years old, so he lived the longest of the Apostles. The fourth 
question earns you twenty points. John's older brother, James, was martyred because of his 
Christian faith and witness. Who ordered that he be killed? ANSWER: King Herod. The fifth 
question is worth twenty-five points. Jesus called James and John a special name on at least 
one occasion. It has three words and the first two are "Sons of ______." what is the third 
word? ANSWER: Thunder. Our last question is worth thirty points. Near to the end of his life, 
John was imprisoned for a time in an island prison camp. What was the name of the island? 
ANSWER: Patmos. Hope you did well. I am happy to say,  we had a lot of people clear fifty 
points last time we did this.  
 
   So today I am speaking about "John, the Apostle of Love". But listen to this from Luke 
9:51-56: "As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out 
for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 
things ready for him; but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading 
for Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 'Lord, do you want 
us to call down fire from heaven to destroy them?' But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and 
they went to another village."  Well, that certainly didn't sound very loving! 
 



 
 
 
   Listen also to this incident from Mark 10:35-41: "Then James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came to him. 'Teacher' they said, 'we want you to do for us whatever we ask.'  
   'What do you want me to do for you?', he (Jesus) asked. They replied, 'Let one of us sit at 
your right and the other at your left in your glory.' 'You don't know what you are asking,' 
Jesus said. 'Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 
with?' 'We can, they answered.'" 
 
   "Jesus said to them, 'You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am 
baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 
those for whom they have been prepared.' When the ten heard about this, they became 
indignant with James and John." Jesus then went on to teach them a lesson connecting 
greatness as a Christian with being a good servant to others.  
 
   Now you may have been surprised at the passages I just read. You were probably 
surprised that John does not seem much like an apostle of love. But that was his early life. 
He aged well. There were times when he was harsh and self-seeking early on, but it appears 
that he ended up being loving, kind, and humble. There are indications that he was highly 
regarded by Jesus. When Jesus was dying on the cross, John seems to be the only one of The 
Twelve who was there, and the Lord gave him the responsibility of taking care of Jesus' 
mother. Here's a point for us on Mother's Day. Even when Jesus was dying on the cross, 
Jesus showed love and respect for his mother. John  seems to have been the only one who 
stuck with Jesus all the way on the night Jesus was betrayed and arrested. He had been 
leaning and resting against Jesus during the Last Supper. 
 
   John was a very prominent disciple. That was because he had learned his lesson of 
achieving success from Jesus. You don't accomplish that by seeking success, but you succeed  
through serving others. John is often mentioned through the Book of Acts until Acts 12:2, 
where an explanation is given on how his life was shaken up. His brother James was 
martyred by the sword on the order of King Herod. This took place about ten years after the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  Peter was also captured and heavily guarded, but God 
sent an angel at night to free him. That resulted in King Herod putting the entire guard of 
sixteen men to death. John sort of disappears from the New Testament record after that. 
Years later we have Galatians 2:9  referring to him, James, and Peter as being pillars of the 
church. But he then disappears from the written word for a long time, during which he 
served seven churches in a remote area in Asia Minor. Finally, this disciple who desired to sit 
next to Jesus in his coming kingdom, wound up in exile in a cold cave in Patmos after about 
fifty years of quiet humble service.  But God had a purpose in those long years. It is generally 
believed that God inspired him to write Revelation and the last three epistles, 1, 2, and 3 
John. 
 
 
 
 



   We have to go outside the Bible to find out how people saw John at the end of his life. 
Jerome, who was a contemporary of John, wrote a commentary on Galatians. He described  
how people saw John at the end of his life.  Jerome said, "They saw him as a very gentle, old, 
saintly man, so frail that they had to carry him into the Ephesian  Church, which is where he 
died. "  He was confined to a chair there, but his last message to the church was reportedly 
the phrase "Love one another". That is  a good part of the reason why he is remembered as 
the "Apostle of Love". That's why we  say he aged well. 
 
   How about you? Are you aging well? Are you aging like John did, more and more into a 
likeness of Jesus Christ? When you think of it, grapes can teach us something here. Grapes 
under careful attention from a wine dresser become fine wine, but left on their own they 
become vinegar. So, would you say you are on the way to being a fine wine, or have you 
turned into vinegar? Are you aging well? 
 
    Jesus changed John into a powerful witness with his ministry of the Word. John in his 
writings liked to stress things like God's grace (mercy) and love. John would not have been 
happy with all those people today who try to tell us there are no absolutes. To John, things 
were black or white, and there certainly were absolutes. He walked with Jesus and talked 
with Jesus. He saw the miracles Jesus did. He saw him die on the cross, and he saw him after 
he was raised from the dead. He saw him ascend into heaven. 
 
   John closed the 20th chapter of the Gospel of John with these words: "Jesus did many 
other miraculous signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life in his name. " 
 
   Through the eyes and words of John, sealed with a lifetime of faithful  service, one can 
come to know the truth. There is nothing on earth that a person needs  more. Amen. 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
 
    
 
    


